CITY OF MAYFIELD HEIGHTS
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES
April 11, 2022

The Committee of the Whole meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Council
President Diane M. Snider.
ROLL CALL:

Mr. Michael Ballistrea, Mr. Robert DeJohn, Mr.
Donald Manno, Mr. Nino Monaco, Mrs. Susan Sabetta, Mrs. Diane
M. Snider, Mrs. Gayle Teresi.
PRESENT:

ABSENT: None.

Also present were Mayor Anthony DiCicco, Director of Finance/Clerk of Council Karen
Fegan, City Engineer Dan Gerson, Director of Recreation Sean Ward, Chief of Fire
Bruce Elliott, Police Chief Anthony Mele, and Deputy Clerk of Council Shanisha Lloyd.
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.
The purpose of the meeting was to provide an update on the Aquatics and Community
Center Project.
PRESENTATION

Chris Trotta, the Architect for the project with leveiHEADS shared the latest updates on
the project progress to Council. He started by presenting the selected exterior materials
to date, as well as interior materials on display. He also addressed the question of the
Service Center's visibility, providing graphics. Finally, he also came prepared to provide
figures concerning occupancy load and parking.
Mr. Monaco asked if the project team had gone before the Architectural Review Board.
He wanted to know if the material needed to be approved by them first, prior to
presenting them to Council. Mr. Trotta stated that they are merely providing an update,
upon Council's request. They will be going the ABR for final approval in the next two
weeks.
Mr. Trotta shared the exact presentation that was presented to the Architectural Board
of Review. The first slide depicted three brick colors . The dark brick, almost black, will
be on the lower areas of the buildings as a stable base for the project. He also showed
a red brick which will be the main brick of the facility, providing warmth with a reddish
color. The lighter brick will be on the south fa<;ade facing 1-271 , and at the aquatic
building corridor near the changing rooms. Those will be the three primary brick colors.
They will use a medium gray, corrugated metal for the pump room and other locations
to provide texture to the building. The ABR asked for them to add more detail with the
darker brick. Thus, they will use an in and out technique, a corbel effect to provide a
rustic look on the base, which the ABR requested as their main comment for the project.
The entire store front will have black aluminum providing a nice contrast. There will be a
lot of metal panels on the building as well, a silver color, which was referenced and is
located on the top in the middle of the first slide's diagram. To the right is pictured a
chestnut, wood grain metal material that will be introduced and used in the projects
exterior design . To the left are some of the glass samples that they have with a dot
pattern, the material is called bird glass. It helps to mitigate birds from running into the
windows. The exterior colors are subdued, however, they typically let the interior colors,
signage, and other graphics provide the pop of color.
Mrs. Teresi inquired about the maintenance of the materials. Mr. Trotta stated that the
brick material is long lasting and will be used on the majority of the building. It will be 4inch brick over 8-12 inches, and in some cases 6 inches of masonry, so the walls will be
very substantial. The metal panels and finishes are usual standard materials used for
modern buildings and hold up very well. They will not be using any stucco material, or
anything that will crack, discolor, or break overtime.
President Snider questioned where the wood grain material will be on the facility. Mr.
Trotta shared that the wood material will be where the next slide depicts yellow dots in
both the top and bottom diagrams which is under the canopy on the front entrance of
the building, and on part of the building facing the pool deck. The following slide
perfectly illustrated the dark brick that will be textured with in and out method, and
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coursing as the base of the gymnasium. The intent was to keep the exterior design
progressive looking, so they kept to the linear bands which they felt would give the
building a nice touch. The next slide showed where the lighter brick will used on the
building, facing 1-271 , on the gymnasium, and mixed in with the red brick on the aquatic
entrance. The second subsequent slide showed a rendering of the Service Center view.
There will be mounding, six-foot fencing, and evergreen trees that will shield the Service
Center.
Mrs. Teresi questioned the lighter brick that will used facing 1-271. With previous
discussion of the dirt and debris that comes from the freeway, she wanted to know what
affect the dirt and debris from 1-271 will have on lighter color brick. Her concern was that
it would possibly cause a dirty look. Mr. Trotta shared that the lighter brick isn't bright
white and has a really nice speckle to it, so it should be fine .
President Snider asked regarding the fencing material of the Service Center. Mr. Trotta
answered that it is not masonry, but will be the same fencing material that will be used
along Sunningdale, a vinyl solid fence which will be a medium gray color.
Mr. Trotta also shared a rendering of the picnic pavilion; it will be made out of timbers
that will be stained a walnut color to tie in with the rest of the site. A deep box ribbed
panel will provide the structure for the roof. They will use it for the storage facility as well
to coordinate both features of the project. The fencing around the aquatic deck will be
eight-foot, black, picket fencing. Any fencing used around the outdoor living area or
playground will be lower, approximately a 4 foot fencing .
In reference to the giant slide rendering, Mr. Trotta stated that the team has looked into
lowering the slide to 35 ft. instead of 40 ft. with a canopy roughly 10 ft. tall making the
total slide's height 7-8ft. lower than the original height. The adjusted height would also
make the platform of the slide tower the same height as the gymnasium. Lowering the
height would mean that the slide would have to be redesigned , but it should not delay
the project and would not necessitate any redesigning of the pools.
Mrs. Teresi asked who will manufacture the slide. Mr. Trotta stated the aquatic
consultant and pool deck contractor are working with a manufacturer to design it initially
and then it would be bid to manufacturers to get the best price. Mrs. Teresi shared that
she has heard so many comments and criticism regarding the money they are spending
and height of the slide. She believes that the slide should be same as what other
communities have, a 25-27 foot slide, instead of 35 ft. She stated that it seems that
people are very unhappy with a 40 foot slide and expressed that she is totally against
that giant of a slide. She desires to see the slide at 30 ft. tall and as a separate
component price in order to see the exact cost of the slide in the overall scheme of the
project. Mr. Trotta replied, they have a line item for the slide. If the slide is lowered the
price will come down some. Mrs. Teresi expressed that with the maintenance, the
lifeguards, safety concerns, and other issues involved, she wouldn 't vote for it.
President Snider explained that in conversation with Mr. Trotta and Mr. Ward, they were
able to come down on the height of the slide. She also inquired regarding Mrs. Teresi
question pertaining to the number of lifeguards needed. Mr. Trotta clarified that one
lifeguard would be at the top and three at the bottom for each of the flumes. There
would also be a lifeguard at the deep end that would multitask, monitoring the pool and
the slide.
Mrs. Teresi shared that she obtained SafeWise from a pool manufacturer that provides
information about safety regarding children slides, and it should be done. She asked if
there will be racing flumes incorporated into the slide. Mr. Ward explained that though
the white and blue slide is a racing slide, there are no areas where riders take off in
speed .
President Snider asked Mrs. Fegan if she inquired regarding the insurance for the
project. Mrs. Fegan stated that she spoke to the insurance company on several
occasions and informed them of the diving boards and the slides. They assured her that
there will be no issue having it insured . Mr. Ward added that there is nothing regarding
the slide that would make it more of a liability than a speed slide where one is launched
down similar to a roller coaster. None of the slides here will be really aggressive, the

C.O.W. Meeting

April 11 , 2022
Page 3 ofS
most aggressive slide would most likely be the green one because one that would exit
into deep water.
President Snider asked if the canopy will be removed after the season close. Mr. Trotta
answered yes.
Mr. Manno stated that since the height of the slide seems to be the bone of contention
with the residents and members of Council, he asked what Council's comfort level
would be concerning the height. He believes that Council needs to give direction in
order to keep the project moving forward. He stated that Council needs to get a
consensus regarding the height of the slide.
President Snider questioned for clarification what the minimum height of the slide could
be so that the pool design would not have to change. Mr. Trotta explained at 30 ft. the
pool design would not have to change. It would take a longer time to change the design
of the slides in order to change the height to 30 ft., but the pools would not have to
change. President Snider asked if the reengineering of the slide would accrue any
additional costs. Mr. Trotta stated that he doesn't believe that it will because it involves
a third party vendor that will be bid out, the design is being done at risk, without charge.
Mr. Monaco stated that the Architectural Board of Review needs to review and approve
the slide. The Planning Commission's approval is also needed . After receiving the
approval from both boards, the final approval from Council is needed. He also
expressed that he has asked questions regarding the occupancy of the building and the
required number of parking spaces which he still has not received . He asked if the
square footage of the Community Center is 13,125 sq. ft. Mr. Trotta answered no, the
entire Community Center is 33,500 sq. ft. Mr. Monaco questioned the square footage of
the meeting rooms. Mr. Trotta reiterated the information that he shared with Mr. Monaco
by email on February 171h. He stated that there are three meeting rooms, one is 13,054
sq. ft., another is 13,062 sq. ft., and the third meeting room is 851 sq. ft. According to
his calculations from the drawing, Mr. Monaco stated that the total occupancy of the
entire complex is over 2,000 people. Mr. Trotta explained 1,800 people will probably
never be on the pool deck at the same time, though that is what is permissible. The
occupancy load 2,180 for the playground, pool, and aquatic deck. The occupancy for
the building is 1,026. Mr. Monaco stated that Section 118907 of the parking requirement
for Mayfield Heights states that "The Planning Commission may approve a reduction in

the number of parking spaces required if it can be shown that the lesser number of
spaces is appropriate and consistent with the regulation of the following prevision: In a
mix use project when it is determined that because of the varying peck demands, the
use can be adequately accommodated by a lesser number of parking spaces than what
would be required based on the sum of the vary use computed separately. The
Planning Commission may approve a site plan with not less 67% of the required spaces
being provided." Mr. Trotta explained that for parking , the figures need to be divided by
200 for the parking counts. They need 230 spaces for the pool, the aquatics, the deck,
and the playground. The 230 spaces needed plus 201 for the Community Center
equates to 431. After the taking out the 33% factor, that figure equals the parking that
they have available. Mr. Monaco replied stating that the count has to be approved by
the Planning Commission. Mr. Trotta stated that they will go back before the Planning
Commission within the next few weeks. Drawings were submitted with the information a
month in advance from their first meeting. Mr. Ballistrea confirmed that the Planning
Commission approved the plans.
Mr. Monaco also brought to Mr. Trotta's attention Section 1101 .02 of the Zoning
Ordinance which states that "no public building, park, playground shall be constructed

or authorized to be constructed in the City ... unless and until such actions of such
ordinance has been admitted to the Commission for report and recommendation." He
stated that the process is not being followed. He asked what their plans for the future
are, are they going back to the Planning Commission? Will they go before the Board of
Zoning Appeals and the Architectural Board of Review? Are they going to ask for a
variance for the giant slide? Mr. Trotta answered, as part of the City's process they have
to go before the ABR twice. They have completed the preliminary review, and then
there is a final review which they will be attending in a few weeks. There are two
meetings with the Planning Commission as well, a preliminary meeting which they have
already completed, and the final meeting for approval that they will go back for in about
three weeks. They do not anticipate going before the Board of Zoning Appeals at this

C.O.W. Meeting
April 11 , 2022
Page 4 of S

point for any portion of the project. Mayor also shared that as previously explained a few
times before, they do not have to go to the Planning Commission or the Board of Zoning
Appeals because the ultimate decision is Council's. They do not have to go through that
process. Mr. Murphy stated the City does not have to follow it's own zoning ordinances
with regard to construction of City facilities. He sent a memo to Mr. Monaco dated
February 2nd and copied of all of Council indicating that since 1927 or 1928 the
Supreme Court ruled that as long as the procedures are followed, the City does not
have to follow its own zoning code. The procedures is to go to the final decision maker
which is Council. As long as Council approves the construction and whether or not there
would be variances, or anything else regarding the construction, then that is fine. They
don't have to go before the Planning Commission, but in this case the administration
has chosen to go before the Planning Commission and the Architectural Board of
Review. No variances are required because they do not have to go before the Board of
Zoning Appeals.
Mrs. Teresi shared The Illuminating Company was on her street, and was told that the
poles that are in front of the houses on her street are 30 ft. high, and the poles in the
backyards 35 ft. high. She asked for everyone to think about that in terms of the height
of the slide. Mr. Trotta replied stating that the poles in the backyards are 53 ft. tall, they
went out and verified that last week. All of the ballfield fixtures that are currently there
are 53ft tall. During the winter season, the slide would be 13ft. lower, merely the height
of the platform. They are suggesting lowering the height of the slide from there, and
make the canopy as short as possible which will not be up for 8 Y:z months out of the
year. He recommended doing a slide tower that is at least 34 ft. tall. They are adding
landscaping, six-foot fencing for all the residents, and 3-4 of the residents have asked
for a gate into the property for their convenience. Thus, they are obliging all of the
requests made and trying to accommodate everyone as best as possible.
Mrs. Teresi asked how they can have a gate if there will be mounding and a fence. She
wanted to know where the gate will go. Mr. Trotta stated that the 8 ft fence for the
aquatic deck will be 30-40 from the residents' fence with landscaping. Some of the
residents have gates now, however, 3-4 of them requested a gate to access the new
Aquatic Center. The Mayor stated that the mounding will not be up against the fence.
There will be a gap between the mounding and their fence, so there will be room for a
gate there.
Mr. Monaco asked if the recommended 34 ft. slide height includes the canopy. Mr.
Trotta replied stating that 34 ft. would be the height of the platform, plus 10 ft. for the
canopy.
Mr. DeJohn asked if there are blueprints for the new Aquatics and Community Center.
Mr. Trotta shared that they are developing those now, they have a full set of drawings of
where the project stands presently, roughly 130 sheets of drawings. Mr. DeJohn wanted
to know how they can go out for estimates for the steel and roofing without the
blueprints. Mr. Trotta explained that the structural engineer completed an early steel
package, they completed an early roofing drawing set, an early civil package, and a few
other packages to get enough documents that Higley would need to send out and
receive bids. The whole set of drawings are not to be completed until May 271h of this
year. They are in the final Construction Document Phase for the drawings. Any changes
will probably delay the schedule from the standpoint of the building .
In conclusion of his presentation, Mr. Trotta shared PowerPoints illustrating the interior
sample materials that they plan to utilize for the project, and three dimensional
renderings of the interior lobby, lounge, concourse, and history wall.
President Snider asked what material will be used in the kitchen for the floor and
counters. Mr. Trotta answered stating stainless steel and resinous flooring . Concrete
flooring will be used for the aquatic building, pump rooms, and mechanical rooms.
Mr. Monaco questioned what phase they are at concerning the design drawings. He
wanted to know if they were done with mechanical, plumbing, electrical, and HVAC
portion of the drawings, and if not, he wanted to know how they can get a price if the
drawing is not completed . Mr. Trotta explained that Higley is finishing the Design
Development estimate, and they have their own independent estimator on the
Architectural Design Team that is also estimating the project. Both come together with
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the estimates and reconcile the differences to get cross assurance that they are
meeting the budgets. Through their Design Development drawings which are very
detailed, they have the needed information .
Mrs. Teresi asked who will be trained to operate and maintain the facility. The Mayor
answered, the Service Department.
Mr. Ward asked if they wanted to reconsider Mr. Manno's question regarding the height
of the slide tower. The Mayor stated that Council should provide feedback regarding
whether or not they are okay with a 34 ft. slide. Mr. Manno expressed that he is okay
with the height between 30-35 ft. Mrs. Sabetta stated that she would prefer the 40 ft.,
but would compromise at 35 ft. Mr. DeJohn stated that he is against the height of the
slide. President Snider shared that she believes that the height would fine between 3234 ft. Mr. Ballistrea believes that they are splitting hairs over this issue. The Planning
Commission voted in favor of 40 ft. He would prefer that they kept to the original 40 ft.
height, but he would comprise in order to complete the project. Mrs. Teresi stated that
anywhere between 30-32 ft. would be her suggestion. Mr. Monaco expressed that he is
not ready to commit one way or the other. He believes that the process needs to be
followed and would like to see the final approval from the BZA, ABR, and the Planning
Commission before he makes his decision.
The Mayor shared that it would not be proper to take a poll outside of the current
meeting. If Council would like to give Mr. Trotta guidance, now would be the time to do
it. President Snider asked Council if they would approve 34 ft. A YES: Manno, Sabetta,
Ballistrea, Teresi , Snider. NAYS: DeJohn, Monaco.
With no further questions or comments from Council , Mrs. Sabetta moved to adjourn,
seconded by Mr. Manno. All in favor, motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 7:12
P.M.

Approved:

Respectfully submitted,

fJ /{J/JU rtl.s!lJ;~
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Diane M. Snider
Council President

Shanisha Lloyd
Deputy Clerk of Council
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