CITY OF MAYFIELD HEIGHTS
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES
February 14, 2022

The Committee of the Whole meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Council
President Diane M. Snider.
ROLL CALL:

PRESENT: Mr. Michael Ballistrea, Mr. Robert DeJohn , Mr.
Donald Manno, Mr. Nino Monaco, Mrs. Susan Sabetta, Mrs. Diane
M. Snider, Mrs. Gayle Teresi.
ABSENT:

None.

Also present were Mayor Anthony DiCicco, Director of Finance/Clerk of Council Karen
Fegan, City Engineer Dan Gerson, Director of Recreation Sean Ward, Chief of Fire
Bruce Elliott, Chief of Police Anthony Mele, Director of Building Tom Jamieson, an::i
Deputy Clerk of Council Shanisha Lloyd.
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.
The purpose of the meeting was to provide an update on the Aquatics and Community
Center Project.

PRESENTATION

Mr. Chris Trotta, leveiHEADS' Architect for the Aquatics and Community Center Project,
noted that it has been over a month since they were here to provide an update to
Council. Currently they are in the middle of the Design Phase, where the project details
are worked out. This week they will be submitting a mill order because the lead time for
materials is very long. The aim is to get the supplies to bidders and fabricators, so that t
is in their queue and the metal deck can be received on time. The floor plan is set. First
Energy responded and determined that there are no issues with the proposed building
location concerning the high power retention lines. However, the recycle bin area will
have to be moved out from the site because it is in their easement. The Acoustic Study
has not been completed as of yet due to the weather. Hopes are to complete it
sometime in February. The pool contractor has been working with WTI Pool Consultants
to work on the details of the new pools, which are well underway. The teardown of the
current Community Center will commence very soon. The plan is to complete the
drawings for the demolition of five buildings: the Community Center, the concession
building on the ball fields, and the three accessory buildings at the ball fields. A fu I
assessment was completed of the site furniture that is currently there to evaluate what
should be reused for the new facility. The project square footage is 33,573 sq . ft., which
will probably decrease because the Committee decided not to have the vestibule at the
Service dock, instead , there will be just one door. On Thursday, they will be meeting
with the City's Architectural Board of Review for their preliminary review, which will be
their first review with the Board. Diagrams of the latest site plan, the Service Center, the
Clock Garden, the potential playground, the floor plan, and the senior fitness room were
shared. He suggested an ideal place for the brick fundraiser at the Clock Garden . He
stated that the floor plan has not changed, though, they are working out details
concerning the community rooms and fitness area. The shape of the fitness room
changed some since the last time. The fitness room is currently at 1,100 sq. ft. The
room size was increased to match facilities that they have toured, and to ensure that
there will be the right amount of space for equipment, etc.
After summarizing the new details concerning the project, Mr. Trotta welcomed
questions from Council. Mr. DeJohn asked where the memorabilia in current
Community Center will be placed . Mr. Ward stated that those are items still up in the
Community Center, but will eventually come to City Hall. The plan is to develop a history
wall in the new Community Center. Mr. DeJohn explained that he has received calls due
to fear that the memorabilia will just go away when the Community Center is
demolished. Mr. Trotta replied, that is why it was important for the first assessment on
the outside of the building, to make sure that many of that historical features are
preserved. Mr. Ward and his team are doing the same activity for the inside of the
current Community Center. They would like use the items currently on the wall, such as
the names plaques, but do something new in a modern way in the new facility,
intergrading them into the design. They will ensure that none of the details are missed.

C.O.W. Meeting
February 14, 2022
Page 2 of 3

Mr. DeJohn questioned the size of the fitness room and why it was needed. Mr. Trotta
stated that it is 1,100 sq . ft., and from the success of other Community and Rec.
Centers, attention to the seniors in the community was really important. Thus, they felt it
was a must have feature. They did not want to build the new facility without a space for
the seniors to utilize. The fitness room will be equipped with different types of hydraulic
fitness equipment, easier for seniors to use to advance their health, which is the main
focus of the space.
As a follow up to the concern of the memorabilia, Mr. Ward shared their idea of having
written information along with pictures of all of the individuals with historical affiliation, so
that their history could be highlighted and displayed in the new facility.
Mrs. Teresi asked if the administration would possibly have any items archived within
City Hall. The Mayor answered, yes. She also questioned if the amphitheater could be
used for music venues. Mr. Trotta replied yes. However, the theater, will not be able to
accommodate a thousand, or five hundred people, they would have to be smaller, more
intimate events.
President Snider asked if the matter of security cameras was discussed . Mr. Trotta
stated that they have started discussion concerning security, sound systems, etc.
Although they are not quite at that point, they will further investigate the matter within
this phase, over the next month .
Mr. Ballistrea questioned the walking area behind the amphitheater. He wanted to know
what the space beyond that was, around the pond. Mr. Trotta explained , from a safety
and security perspective, they tried to create areas that people can walk to with special
features, instead of having a dead end path. The design for the retention pond has been
integrated behind the storage building and the amphitheater with a fence, serving as a
backdrop for the amphitheater.
Mr. Monaco wanted to know if any of the slides indicated the occupancy load of various
areas. Mr. Trotta replied that the current slides presented did not have that information,
however, he sent and will resubmit a copy of the program requirements to Mr. Monaco,
indicating the occupancy load for each space.
Mrs. Sabetta asked if the fitness equipment will be able to be rolled outside for seniors
to use. Mr. Trotta stated they will have to consult with the fitness experts regarding the
matter, or specify and request equipment that can be used outside. Currently, the
design incorporates treadmills, bikes, and the remaining equipment fixed into the fitness
room . However, if the desire is to be able to use the equipment outside, they would
make the accommodation.
Mr. DeJohn expressed his concerns regarding the new service yard location with the
rest of the facility. He understands that there will a fence with landscaping, but stated
that it will have to be tastefully done so that it is not an eye sore. Mr. Trotta stated he
was concerned as well, however, it has to be there. To hide it, they will do a solid fence
that will match the solid fence along the residential properties on the westside. They will
also provide retaining blocks that will create a higher barrier, along with trees as a long
term solution.
President Snider asked when the current Community Center is projected to be torn
down. Mr. Trotta answered , the drawings will have to be finished this month, then sent
for review which will take a few weeks, following the review will be the demolition , so
very soon. The contractor will have to implement fencing at the site because there will
be a hole, briefly, from the basement of the DeJohn Center. Fencing will be installed
around the Service Center and where the basement is to protect it from anyone coming
onto the site.
Mrs. Teresi asked if the fencing along the resident properties will be on a mound. Mr.
Trotta replied no, they will replace the present five-foot chain linked fence with a solid
six-foot fence. She also asked if evergreen trees will be used to help hide the giant
slide's visibility. Mr. Trotta explained , that is what they were going to select. However,
there are evergreens on the site now, so not every homeowner will ·have a view of the
slide. Some of the current trees will have to come down due to safety, but they will
supplement them.

C.O.W. Meeting
February 14, 2022
Page 3 of 3

For the record , Mr. Monaco stated that he received calls from residents, stating that
they are not happy regarding the giant slide. Mr. Trotta stated that they met and
discussed the matter with all of the residents that will be impacted visually. Mr. Monaco
shared that residents have expressed to him that they feel as though they were misled,
they didn't know that they had a say in the matter, and thought it was a done deal. Mr.
Trotta replied, after meeting and talking to all of the residents, the consensus was that a
fence would provide an agreeable solution. Cross sections from the backyards, from the
tower to the building, and potential sightlines were shared with all of the neighboring
residents. Mr. Ward added , there was discussion of also landscaping that area as a
buffer. They will be applying for a grant with the County for landscaping to help block
the slide.
Mr. DeJohn asked if Mr. Ward was able to find out the height of the pool slide in
Mayfield Village. Mr. Ward shared that he believes that it is 25 feet height, but he w II
confirm , he was not completely sure.
With no further questions or comments from Council, Mr. Ballistrea moved to adjourn,
seconded by Mrs. Teresi. All in favor, motion carried . The meeting adjourned at 7:09
P.M.
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Approved:

Respectfully submitted,

Diane M. Snider
Council President

Shanisha Lloyd
Deputy Clerk of Council

