CITY OF MAYFIELD HEIGHTS
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING MINUTES
January 10, 2022

The Committee of the Whole meeting was called to order at 6:30p.m. by Council
President Diane M. Snider.
ROLL CALL:

Mr. Michael Ballistrea, Mr. Robert DeJohn , Mr.
Donald Manno, Mr. Nino Monaco, Mrs. Susan Sabetta, Mrs. Diane
M. Snider, Mrs. Gayle Teresi.

PRESENT:

ABSENT: None.

Also present were Mayor Anthony DiCicco, Law Director Paul Murphy, Director of
Finance/Clerk of Council Karen Fegan, City Engineer Dan Gerson, Director of
Recreation Sean Ward, Director of Building Tom Jamieson, and Deputy Clerk of Council
Shanisha Lloyd.
The Pledge of Allegiance was said.
The purpose of the meeting was to provide and update on the Aquatics and Community
Center Project.

PRESENTATION

Mr. Chris Trotta, leveiHEADS' Architect for the Aquatics and Community Center Project,
gave a presentation with the updates. He stated that they are excited as a team to
advance the project. They received preliminary City planning and zoning approval. They
also received approval from the Fire Department after meeting and reviewing the plans
with them. Currently the team is in the Design Development phase, which is the second
phase and involves getting into more of the details concerning the plan with the
individual layouts of the pool deck area, aquatics, etc. They are still investigating the
situation concerning First Energy, making sure that the future building will be adequately
spaced apart from the powerlines. The acoustic design will be advanced by testing the
site and then simulating what it will be like after the building is there with the residents
on Sunningdale. However, the team has to wait for the weather conditions to be perfect
for that, no wind or snow. Hopes are to complete this by February. The Construction
Manager is bringing a pool contractor on board to start working in a design assistance
role. They will help work through design development and construction documents.
Work has started for the site demolition drawings and the building demolition plans for
the Community Center and the concession building. Presently, the project square
footage is 33,201 sq. ft. The second slide illustrates the site plan that was granted
preliminary approval with 160 parking spaces. Advancement on the pool deck design is
underway, incorporating circle concepts in the paving patterns. They continue to have
weekly meetings and will be working on the Service Center next, to the right of parking
lot. Therefore, everything is going well thus far concerning the site plan. They have
adjusted the landscaping as a result of comments from the Planning Commission.
The next slide shows the current Floor Plan of the anticipated Community Center. To
the right is the structural framing plan, indicating where load bearing and studs walls,
columns, roof slopes, and other details will be. The following slide depicts a close up of
the floor plan where the cover canopy and vestibule will be, leading into the Community
Center and the basketball courts. Nothing has really changed in this plan since the last
update. The next slide illustrates the Concession Stand Equipment Plan. From this
design, there will be two concession windows; one is for the public, at the top of the
plan, and the one to the left will face the pool deck. They will share the equipment and
area in the middle. The plan also features a storage area with a dishwash area and
refrigerators at the bottom right of the graphic.
A lot of time was invested in ensuring that the gymnasium will be the right size. The
current anticipated size of the gym is around 9,000 sq. ft. The Gymnasium Plan depicts
the court options that will be available. There will be one main basketball court, two
practice courts, two volleyball courts, and six pickleball courts. This was the optimum
layout for the bleachers, and so that enough clearance area can be provided.
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Mr. Trotta also shared that nothing has changed concerning the community rooms.
Nevertheless, they have advanced the kitchen design with a private storage room for
the City's usage only.
For the aquatic deck, they considered reducing the square footage and did so by 300 to
400 sq. ft. of water. Though, the desire was to maximize the water still with the giant
slide. Renderings of the pool deck were shown to illustrate that the plan is advancing
regarding sunshade since it is important that enough shade is provided in the project.
The rendition of the slide on the pool deck shows the exact slide that they are working
towards with a 40 foot high platform, fou r racing slides, and two other slides that lead
into separate pools. They are continuing to work with Mr. Ward on the shape and
development of the playground . To the left of the playground is a rectangular shade
structure for a picnic area . In conclusion Mr. Trotta shared additional renderings of the
outdoor living space, other areas of the pool deck, and the entrance to the facility.
President Snider opened for questions from Council. Mr. DeJohn asked if the giant slide
will be visible from the homes nearby. Mr. Trotta answered yes, for some homes it will
be more visible to them than others, depending on the tree coverage. However, they will
provide a six-foot high, solid white, vinyl fence that will block some of the view. The
neighboring residents are aware of the visibility of the slide.
Mr. DeJohn also asked if there would be an issue with studying the plan a little longer
before approving the preliminary plan this evening. The Mayor shared that since the
preliminary plan is up for approval, if approved, it would go back to the Planning
Commission for further review before any final approval.
Mrs. Teresi shared that as of the last meeting there were 192 parking spaces, which
was updated to 160 anticipated parking spaces. She asked what happened regarding
the difference in the amount of parking spaces. Mr. Trotta stated that they increased the
surface detention instead of implementing it underground which is much more
expensive. As of now, there will be roughly 70% surface detention and 30%
underground as opposed to 100% underground detention.
Mr. Monaco inquired about the parking spaces, stating that there are four occupancy
types in the plan. He asked if Mr. Trotta could provide the breakdown on how the
number of parking spaces was derived, totaling 423 parking spaces. Building
Commissioner Mr. Jamieson shared that he reviews all of the approvals for buildings in
the City of Mayfield Heights. There has never been any calculations provided or used.
The Planning Commission approves the parking of all facilities without the use of
calculations. Mr. Trotta also shared that they calculated the occupancy per square foot
of the different occupancy groups to come up with the 423 parking space. However, the
perspective building is now a little smaller, so the parking spaces will be reduced some.
They also considered that the Planning Commission has the ability to reduce the
number of required parking spaces by 40%-60% since it is a mixed use facility. Through
the calculation, with the on site parking of 160 plus 130 spaces across the street, the
parking space requirement was satisfied . Mr. Monaco requested the calculations used
from Mr. Trotta.
President Snider asked Mr. Ward how many spaces are at the current Community
Center and pool. Mr. Ward was not sure, however, he stated that there will be more
spaces with the new facility than there are now.
Mrs. Teresi asked how the service workers will get to the new Service Center to the side
of parking lot. Mr. Trotta stated that they will use the exit to the north leading out to
Marsol Rd. She also inquired about the recycle bins, to which Mr. Trotta stated that they
will remain on the site and will be accessible to the public straight down from the parking
lot.
Mr. Monaco asked if the existing monument sign for the Community Center will be
removed . Mr. Trotta stated that he believes that it will be removed because that is
where the driveway for the futu re Service Center will be.
Mr. Manno asked if the City could do away with the recycle center, and questioned if it
was truly necessary. He suggested that if the City got rid of it, the space could then be
better utilized, perhaps to increase parking. The Mayor replied that several emails were
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received by the City, stating how much the residents appreciate the recycling provision.
Mr. Manno asked how much the City pays for the recycling. The Mayor stated that he
was unsure, but he could investigate the matter and provide him with the exact figure .
Mr. Ballistrea noted a vacant area next to the dry storage in the Concession Stand
Equipment Plan. He asked what the area was designated for. Mr. Trotta answered that
an electrical room will be in that area. Mr. Ballistrea also inquired about the allocated
area that will be used for the City's camps groups. He asked if there will be picnic tables
available. Mr. Trotta stated yes.
Mr. DeJohn asked why a basement was not incorporated into the design. Mr. Trotta
stated that currently, there are not any programs that would req uire a basement.
Incorporating a basement would certainly be an added cost. However, if there was a
program or a need for a lower level, it could be something that they can consider.
Mr. DeJohn asked if there was a guarantee that once the footers are dug, there will not
be any problems. Mr. Trotta stated they have studied the foundations. There will be
spread footings for the heaviest portion of the structure which is the gymnasium. They
are also following the recommendations from the geotechnical report completed by
licensed professionals. Mr. DeJohn explained , he heard that the area was a dump
before, thus, he wanted to ensure that the City would not encounter any problems or
surprises while building on the area, possibly costing the City a lot of extra money. Mr.
Trotta shared that every project has unforeseen occurrences that come up, however,
they have a team ready to address any issues. They have completed 11 borings on this
plus 6 that were previously done by GPO. Therefore, they have a lot information about
the condition of the area for every 50 feet. He stated that next time he will follow-up and
validate the condition of everything with Mr. DeJohn.
Mrs. Teresi asked Mr. Trotta if it would be possible to do a fundraiser for the City to sell
engraved bricks to residents. She believes that it would provide a great opportunity to
allow residents to express a sense of legacy here in Mayfield Heights. She inquired if
there would be a possible walkway that could be designated for use of the bricks. Mr.
Trotta suggested an area, at the aquatic entrance. He thought it was a great idea and
stated that he would follow up with more suggestions. Mrs. Teresi shared that she has ·
done some research on the popular fundraiser and would like for it to be something
orchestrated and promoted by City Council.
With no further questions or comments from Council, Mr. Ballistrea moved to adjourn,
seconded by Mrs. Sabetta. All in favor, motion carried. The meeting adjourned at 7:10
P.M.

Approved:

f);lz/!lt m~ALd~
Diane M. Snider
Council President

Respectfully submitted,

~i
Shanisha Lloyd
Deputy Clerk of Council

